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land on the large estancias on crop-sharing basis, and when after
a few years the land shows signs of exhaustion, these people
move on elsewhere and the land they occupied is sown to alfalfa.
The system is, perhaps, a little primitive, but at all events, it pro-
vides, through the periodical return to grazing, against the com-
plete exhaustion of the soil. Since also, alfalfa is capable of fixing
atmospheric nitrogen in the ground, and the Pampa soils are
very deep, the system may be continued for a long time with-
out it becoming necessary to use fertilizers extensively. From
what has been said above concerning the drainage of the Pampa
it will be clear that the soluble fertilizing elements in the soil
are not likely to leach out in the same way as in other regions
where there is a vigorous run-off of rain water.

The future of agriculture on the Pampa and in Entre Rios
depends to a considerable extent upon the comparative prices
of cereals and of pastoral products. Since 1920 relative values
have been in favour of cereals, and provided stock-rearing can
be maintained on a sufficiently large scale to give the land ample
rest from cropping, they will probably continue to do so. Good
agricultural land is on the whole scarcer in proportion to require-
ments throughout the world than passable and good pasture
land; in no continent is this truer than in South America, as
shown by the study of the various regions in Brazil (Chapters X
to XIII).

However, several factors hinder the full development of
agriculture on the Pampa. Many of the tenant cultivators are
peasants from Italy and Southern Europe and are bent simply
on extracting whatever they can from the soil during their term
of occupation. The land is held in very large estates by the
great estancieros or cattle kings, and the Argentine Government
finds extraordinary difficulties in the way of breaking these up
and thus establishing a settled agricultural population with an
interest in the land and a stake in the country. The crops are
damaged occasionally by floods, more often by droughts, and
occasionally by locusts, and are liable to marked fluctuations in
yields. Transportation is on the whole efficient so far as the
railways are concerned, and the construction of a system of grain
elevators has been taken in hand, but the chief port, namely
Buenos Aires, is congested, and the lack of roads to connect
outlying districts with the railways is most striking.

Of the land under cultivation in 1931-32 in the Pampa and the
river provinces, excluding that under alfalfa, 37 per cent was
devoted to wheat, 29^ per cent to maize, rather less than 20 per
cent to linseed, 7! per cent to oats, and the remaining 6 per cent
to barley, rye and miscellaneous cultures. Wheat is therefore the